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National  Legislation 


The  105th  Congress: 

The  Politics  of  Privilege  vs.  the  Common  Good 


Arms  control  and  disarmament,  meeting  the 
needs  of  vulnerable  people  at  home  and  abroad, 
the  future  of  the  UN,  and  the  rights  of  Native 
American  tribal  governments  are  among  the  many 
vital  issues  facing  the  U.S.  But  this  session  of  Con¬ 
gress  has  paid  scant  attention  to  these  issues. 

There  have  been  few  floor  votes  specifically  on 
these  issues.  For  those  issues  that  have  been  con¬ 
sidered,  most  decisions  have  been  made  by  com¬ 
mittees  or  by  the  Republican  leadership  away 
from  public  view. 

The  politics  of  privilege  have  defined  the  decisions 
of  this  Congress.  The  biggest  winners  in  this 
year's  campaign  finance  reform  debate  are 
wealthy  individuals  and  big  business  interests 
who  will  continue  to  be  able  to  funnel  millions 
into  campaign  coffers.  Their  contributions  will 
guarantee  their  access  to  policy-makers  and  a 
place  at  the  table  where  they  will  continue  to  help 
to  shape  laws  to  preserve  or  extend  their  advan¬ 
tages  in  the  market  place  and  society. 

The  debate  over  the  regulation  of  managed  health 
care  has  pitted  the  powerful  insurance  and  health 
care  industries,  whose  main  concern  is  to  protect 


weapons  dealers  who  will  be  guaranteed  contracts 
and  profits  for  years  to  come. 

Not  everyone  in  Congress  endorsed  the  politics  of 
privilege.  Some  members  of  Congress  stuck  their 
necks  out  for  the  common  good.  Often,  there 
were  50-60  Republican  House  members  who 
would  vote  against  the  majority  in  their  party  on 
issues  such  as  campaign  finance  reform,  saving 
rain  forests,  stopping  deep  cuts  in  domestic 
programs,  and  paying  U.S.  arrears  to  the  UN.  A 
number  of  Republican  senators  did  the  same. 

Many  also  helped  turn  back  efforts  to  end 
affirmative  action  in  federal  programs.  But  for 
their  decisive  intervention,  the  present  inequitable 
distribution  of  wealth  in  this  country  today  would 
have  been  further  magnified. 

Leadership  for  the  common  good  occurred  with 
other  issues,  as  well.  Four  senators  voted  against 
the  prevailing,  uncritical  attitude  in  Congress  that 
the  military  should  be  given  a  blank  check.  Simi¬ 
larly,  120  House  members  voted  against  giving 
spy  agencies  a  carte  blanche. 


their  profits,  against  the  interests  of  patients  who  Please  use  this  voting  record  to  see  where  your 
are  seeking  access  to  affordable,  quality  health  legislators  stand.  Thank  them  or  challenge  them 

care  and  a  trusting  relationship  with  their  physi-  about  their  votes  as  warranted.  Ask  candidates  in 

cians.  So  far,  the  industry  is  winning.  the  elections  how  they  would  vote  on  similar 

issues.  Then,  in  November,  i/oii  decide.  ■ 

The  biggest  winners  in  the  votes  over  NATO 
expansion  and  increasing  military  spending  are 
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Selected  House  Votes 


1.  Cut  CIA  funds.  Sanders  (VT)  amendment  to 
reduce  the  FY99  authorization  for  intelligence  agen¬ 
cies  by  5%.  FCNL  for.  Rejected;  120-291  (May  7). 

2.  Increase  military  spending.  Neumann  (WI)  substi¬ 
tute  amendment  to  the  FY99  Budget  Resolution  to 
increase  military  spending  $56  billion  over  next  5 
years  (in  addition  to  the  already  scheduled 
increase),  and  to  reduce  non-military  discretionary 
spending  and  taxes  by  $150  billion.  FCNL  opposed. 
Rejected:  158-262  (June  5). 

3.  Eliminate  UN  arrears  payment.  Bartlett  (MD) 
amendment  to  delete  $475  million  payment  of  U.S. 
arrears  to  the  United  Nations.  FCNL  opposed. 
Rejected:  151-279  (August  5). 

4.  Reduce  UN  arrears  payment.  Stearns  (FL)  amend¬ 
ment  to  reduce  U.S.  arrears  payment  to  the  UN  by 
$109  million.  FCNL  opposed.  Rejected;  165-261 
(August  5). 

5.  Debt  for  nature  swap.  Bill  to  forgive  or  reduce  the 
debt  owed  by  developing  countries  to  the  U.S.  gov¬ 
ernment  for  countries  that  agree  to  preserve  tropi¬ 
cal  rain  forests  within  their  borders.  Would  forgive 
up  to  $325  million  in  debt  over  3  years.  FCNL  for. 
Adopted:  356-61  (March  19). 

6.  Increase  housing  assistance.  Stokes  (OH)  amend¬ 
ment  to  increase  funding  for  Section  8  low-income 
housing  vouchers  by  $97  million.  Would  help 
more  families  find  affordable  housing  near  where 
they  work  while  they  are  making  the  transition 
from  welfare  to  work.  FCNL  for.  Rejected  201-215 
(July  17). 

7.  End  affirmative  action.  Riggs  (CA)  amendment  to 
prohibit  public  colleges  and  universities  that 
receive  federal  funds  under  the  Higher  Education 
Act  from  granting  preferences  in  admissions  to  any 
individual  or  group  based  on  race,  ethnicity,  or 
gender.  FCNL  opposed.  Rejected:  171-249  (May  6). 

8.  Protect  patients'  rights.  Dingell  (MI)  and  Ganske 


(lA)  substitute  amendment  to  revise  medical  insur¬ 
ance  regulations.  Would  provide  most  comprehen¬ 
sive  protection  for  patients  in  managed  care  organi¬ 
zations.  Would  delete  provision  for  medical  sav¬ 
ings  accounts.  Would  permit  individuals  to  sue 
their  health  plans  for  personal  injury  or  wrongful 
death.  FCNL  for.  Rejected  212-217  (July  24). 

9.  Legal  services  for  poor.  Mollohan  (WV)  amend¬ 
ment  to  restore  funding  for  the  Legal  Services  Cor¬ 
poration  to  $250  million.  FCNL  for.  Adopted:  255- 
170  (August  4). 

10.  Increase  funds  for  crime  prevention.  Scott  (VA) 
amendment  to  transfer  $105  million  from  incentive 
programs  to  build  more  prisons  and  extend  prison 
sentences  to  drug  treatment  and  crime  prevention 
programs.  FCNL  for.  Rejected:  149-271  (August  4). 

11.  Religious  Freedom  Amendment.  Joint  resolution 
to  propose  amending  the  Constitution  to  restate 
and  extend  the  federal  guarantee  of  free  religious 
expression  in  public  places — a  freedom  that  is 
already  fully  guaranteed  by  the  First  Amendment. 
FCNL  opposed.  Two-thirds  required.  Rejected  224- 
203  (June  4). 

12.  Fair  census  count.  Mollohan  (WV)  amendment  to 
lift  restrictions  on  the  methods  used  by  the  Census 
Bureau  to  conduct  the  census.  This  would  allow  the 
Bureau  to  use  statistical  sampling  methods  that 
would  improve  the  accuracy  of  the  count  and  cor¬ 
rect  for  the  gross  undercounting  of  racial  and  ethnic 
minorities,  as  occurred  in  the  1990  census.  FCNL 
for.  Rejected:  201-227  (August  5). 

13.  Campaign  finance  reform.  Shays  (CT)  and  Meehan 
(MA)  bill  to  ban  national  parties  from  accepting 
"soft  money"  contributions  and  distributing  it  to 
state  parties.  Would  increase  disclosure  require¬ 
ments  for  issue  advocacy  groups,  political  action 
committees,  and  candidates.  FCNL  for.  Passed;  252- 
179  (August  6).  ■ 


Key 

Y  or  N  or  +  or  -  =  consistent  with  FCNL's  position  on  the  issue, 
y  or  n  or  (+)  or  (-)  =  not  consistent  with  FCNL's  position  on  the  issue. 

(+  and  -  mean  that  the  member  announced  a  position,  but  did  not  actually  vote.) 

A  blank  space  means  that  the  member  did  not  vote,  was  not  in  office,  or  could  not  vote. 
S  =  Speaker  of  the  House  exercised  discretion  not  to  vote. 
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Selected  Senate  Votes 


1.  Construct  missile  defense.  Motion  to  limit  debate 
(cloture)  and  to  proceed  with  a  bill  that  would 
commit  the  U.S.  to  building  a  national  missile 
defense  system.  FCNL  opposed.  60  votes  needed. 
Rejected:  59-41  (May  13). 

2.  Increase  military  spending.  Bill  to  authorize  $274 
billion  for  the  military  in  FY99,  $462  million  more 
than  the  Pentagon's  request  and  $6  billion  more 
than  was  authorized  in  FY98.  FCNL  opposed. 
Adopted:  88-4  (June  25). 

3.  Expand  NATO.  Ratify  protocol  to  the  North 
Atlantic  Treaty  Organization  to  admit  Poland,  Hun¬ 
gary,  and  the  Czech  Republic  into  the  NATO  mili¬ 
tary  alliance.  FCNL  opposed.  67  votes  needed. 
Adopted:  80-19  (April  30). 

4.  Limit  NATO  expansion.  Warner  (VA)  amendment 
to  the  NATO  protocol  barring  the  U.S.  from  sup¬ 
porting  any  additional  expansion  of  NATO  for  3 
years  after  Poland,  Hungary,  and  the  Czech  Repub¬ 
lic  join.  FCNL  for.  Rejected:  41-59  (April  30). 

5.  Delay  payment  and  reduce  dues  to  UN.  State 
Department  authorization  bill  that  would  (1)  pay 
only  $819  million  of  the  $1.5  billion  that  the  U.S. 
owes  in  past  dues  to  the  UN,  (2)  extend  payment 
of  UN  arrears  over  three  years,  (3)  delay  payment 
of  current  and  past  UN  dues  until  dozens  of  bur¬ 
densome  conditions  are  met,  (4)  require  the  UN 
General  Assembly  to  reduce  U.S.  dues  to  the  UN, 
(5)  restrict  funding  for  international  family  plan¬ 
ning  and  the  overseas  activities  and  advocacy  of 
private  family  planning  organizations  that  receive 
federal  funds,  (6)  eliminate  the  Arms  Control  and 
Disarmament  Agency,  (7)  move  the  U.S.  embassy 
in  Israel  to  Jerusalem.  FCNL  opposed.  Adopted: 
51-49  (April  28). 

6.  Food  and  medicine  embargoes.  Stevens  (AK) 
motion  to  table  (stop)  Dodd  (CT)  amendment  to 
prohibit  the  President  from  restricting  the  export  of 
food  or  medicine  as  part  of  economic  sanctions 
against  another  country.  FCNL  opposed.  Motion 
rejected  38-60  (July  15). 

7.  Preserve  Social  Security  surplus.  Hollings  (SC) 
amendment  to  save  the  FY99  Social  Security  trust 
fund  surplus  for  future  Social  Security  beneficiaries 


and  to  move  the  Social  Security  trust  funds  off  bud¬ 
get  for  the  purposes  of  calculating  and  balancing 
the  federal  government's  continuing  operating 
deficit.  FCNL  for.  Rejected  47-53  (July  22). 

8.  Child  care  funding.  Dodd  (CT)  motion  to  waive 
the  Balanced  Budget  Act  to  establish  a  reserve  fund 
to  expand  and  improve  child  care  services.  FCNL 
for.  60  votes  needed.  Rejected:  50-48  (March  31). 

9.  Increase  education  allowance.  Wellstone  (MN) 
amendment  to  allow  states  to  increase  education 
allowance  for  welfare  recipients.  Would  allow  up  to 
2  years  of  post-secondary  education  or  vocational 
education  to  count  toward  work  requirements. 
FCNL  for.  Adopted  56-42  (July  9). 

10.  Juvenile  delinquency  prevention.  Gregg  (NH) 
motion  to  table  (stop)  Sessions  (AL)  amendment 
that  would  shift  $50  million  from  juvenile  delin¬ 
quency  prevention  programs  to  hire  more  juvenile 
judges  and  prosecutors.  FCNL  for.  Motion  agreed 
to  64-36  (July  22). 

11.  Campaign  finance  reform.  Motion  to  limit  debate 
(cloture)  and  proceed  to  a  vote  on  the  McCain  (AZ) 
and  Feingold  (WI)  bill  to  ban  the  use  of  "soft 
money"  by  national  political  parties  in  federal  elec¬ 
tions,  increase  disclosure  requirements,  and  provide 
for  stronger  enforcement  of  election  laws.  FCNL  for. 
60  votes  needed.  Rejected:  51-48  (Feb.  26).  ■ 


Brought  to  You  by... 

The  preparation  and  publication  of  this  congres¬ 
sional  voting  record  is  funded  entirely  through  the 
generous  gifts  of  individuals  like  you. 

You  can  support  the  ongoing  work  of  the  Friends 
Committee  on  National  Legislation  by  making  a 
donation  today.  All  contributors  regularly  receive 
the  FCNL  Washington  Newsletter  and  the  Indian 
Report. 

Your  gift  makes  our  Quaker  witness  possible. 
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INSIDE 

1998  VOTING 
RECORD 

THE  FRIENDS  COMMITTEE  ON  NATION¬ 
AL  LEGISLATION  includes  Friends  appointed 
by  26  Friends  Yearly  Meetings  and  by  7  other 
Friends’  organizations  in  the  United  States. 
Expressions  of  views  in  the  FCNL  WASHING¬ 
TON  NEWSLETTER  are  guided  by  the  State¬ 
ment  of  Policy,  prepared  and  approved  by  the 
Committee.  Seeking  to  follow  the  leadings  of  the 
Spirit,  the  FCNL  speaks  for  itself  and  for  like- 
minded  Friends. 

FCNL  WASHINGTON  NEWSLETTER.  1 1 
issues  per  year.  Contributors  include:  Barbara 
Ginsburg,  Florence  Kimball,  Ned  Stowe,  and 
Catherine  Stratton. 

Donors  to  FCNL  or  FCNL  Education  Fund 
receive  the  Newsletter  and  other  occasional  mail¬ 
ings.  Also  available  in  microform  from  University 
Microfilms  International,  3(X)  North  Zeeb  Road, 
Dept.  P.R.,  Ann  Arbor,  MI  48106 

Available  in  large  print  or  tape  recordings. 


1998  Congressional  Voting  Record 


The  Congressional  voting  record  presented  in  this  issue 
of  FCNL's  Washington  Neivsletter  covers  a  range  of 
issues  of  concern  to  FCNL. 

How  FCNL  Selects  Votes  for  the  Record 

FCNL  selects  issues  for  which  we  have  a  clear  posi¬ 
tion,  set  forth  in  our  Statement  of  Legislative  Policy.  We 
try  to  choose  votes  which  illumine  underlying  val¬ 
ues.  We  attempt  to  avoid  votes  which  were  over¬ 
whelmingly  partisan. 

How  to  Use  This  Voting  Record 

This  voting  record  is  one  of  the  tools  which  you  can 
use  to  identify  your  legislators'  positions  on  a  cross- 
section  of  issues.  This  information  may  reveal  under¬ 
lying  values  of  importance  to  each  legislator  and  can 
help  you  communicate  effectively  with  each  one.  Note 
where  a  legislator's  vote  was  not  in  keeping  with  the 
position  he /she  had  expressed  earlier  in  the  debate. 
Thank  each  legislator  for  votes  that  reflect  your  values 
and  raise  your  concerns  on  votes  that  do  not. 

Please  keep  in  mind  that  this  voting  record  is  not  a 
"rating"  of  members  of  Congress.  The  voting  record 
does  not  tell  the  whole  story.  A  legislator's  work  in 
committee  or  leadership  on  an  important  modifying 
amendment  may,  in  the  long  run,  be  more  significant 
to  an  issue  than  the  particular  votes  singled  out  in  this 
record. 


1998  Will  Be  an  Election  Year 

You  can  help  focus  the  '98  elections  on  issues  of  sub¬ 
stance.  At  town  meetings  and  during  the  election  cam¬ 
paign,  ask  your  legislators  about  their  votes  on  issues 
that  matter  to  you.  Write  about  these  issues  in  letters 
to  the  editor  of  your  local  paper  and  include  your  sena¬ 
tor  or  representative's  name  and  the  position  which 
he/she  has  taken  on  the  issue  in  question. 

The  December  1997  issue  of  the  Washington  Newsletter 
provided  a  voting  record  for  the  first  session  of  the 
105th  Congress.  That  combined  with  this  record  will 
provide  a  broad  perspective  on  your  legislators'  posi¬ 
tions.  Share  copies  of  FCNL's  voting  records  with  your 
friends.  (Please  contact  FCNL  for  additional  copies.) 
Discuss  your  concerns  with  your  friends.  Above  all, 
when  election  day  rolls  around,  please  vote  and  take  a 
friend  along,  too.  ■ 


Reprinting  Washington  Newsletter  Items 

We  encourage  our  readers  to  copy  and  distribute  items 
from  FCNL's  Washington  Newsletter.  When  doing  so, 
please  include  the  following  credit: 

"Reprinted  from  the  Washington  Newsletter  tissue  #, 
month  and  year]  published  by  the  Friends  Committee 
on  National  Legislation." 

We  would  very  much  appreciate  your  sending  us  a 
copy  with  a  brief  note  indicating  how /where  the  item 
was  used  and  the  approximate  numbers  of  copies 
distributed. 


